Curriculum Vitae

ELENA VELASCO

(she/her/ella)
Director, Choreographer, Actor, Theater Educator
WEBSITE: www.elenavelasco.net EMAIL: elenavelasco.director@gmail.com

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS/UNIONS

Stage Directors and Choreographers Society

Screen Actors Guild/American Federation of Television and Radio Artists
American Alliance for Theatre and Education

Southeastern Theatre Conference

Directors Lab West Alumni

TheatreWashington (Convergence Theatre)

Yoga Alliance (RYT-200 hr)

EDUCATION/CERTIFICATION

Master of Fine Arts in Directing, Catholic University

Bachelor of Arts in Drama, Magna cum Laude, Catholic University

Vinyasa and Power Yoga Teacher Training (200 hour), Rising Sol Yoga School
Yin Yoga Teacher Training, Humble Haven Yoga

ADDITIONAL PERFORMANCE and MOVEMENT TRAINING

Silk Aerials - Urban Evolution

Physical Theater — Paata Tsikurishvili and Irakli Kasvade, Synetic Theater
Directing Intensive - Directors Lab West

Stage Combat (unarmed and broadsword) — Casey Kaleba, Catholic University
Voice — Cathy Manly, Maureen Codelka

Tap — Diane Braden and Diane Hamilton, Arlington Center for Dance

Jazz — Maria Watson and Diane Hamilton, Arlington Center for Dance
Community-Based Arts Engagement - Cornerstone Theatre Company, Los Angeles

POSITIONS HELD

Bowie State University
Tenured Associate Professor of Theatre and Production Coordinator, August 2023 - present

Tenured Assistant Professor of Theatre and Production Coordinator, August 2022 - July 2023

Assistant Professor of Theatre and Production Coordinator, August 2017-July 2022
e (Collaborate with faculty and student leadership in artistic programming centered on
social justice and race equity.

e C(reate and implement the syllabi for Directing, Stage Movement 2 (Physical Theatre and
Circus Arts), Senior Seminar for Theatre Concentration, Play Production, Oral Training
for the Actor (Linklater), Children’s Theater, Introduction to Theatre and Culture, and all
acting courses (Beginning Acting, Scene Study, and Advanced Acting). Management of
these courses require grading weekly assessments of student performances and journals,
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developing and maintaining content on Blackboard, and conducting lectures on
contemporary dramatic works with a focus on Global Majority Artists.

Established a partnership with Mosaic Theatre, a DC professional theatre, providing
design and directing mentorship and hosts students for performances and artist talks.
Founded and lead programming for the BSU Devised Theatre and BSU Improv.
Facilitate professional development opportunities for students through programs such as
MasterClass, The Hub (community website), and attendance at Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival and Southeastern Theatre Conference.

Main academic advisor for theatre arts, providing students with individual counseling,
progress reports, and performance opportunities.

Served on the College of Arts and Sciences curriculum committee and Fine and
Performing Arts Department curriculum committee to review new course offerings.
Co-curated and co-chaired Build Serve Unite (@ BSU,Fine and Performing Arts
symposium on socially engaged art.

Perform community service for the university and around the greater DC Metro area.

Convergence Theatre
Founding Artistic Director, January 2015 - September 2022
(Programming paused to conduct ethnographic and creative research)

Founded and established this non-profit multidisciplinary performing arts collective,
focused on social justice.

Generated new performance material through horizontally-led devising processes rooted
in the community represented in the dramatic content.

Partnered with non-arts service organizations to host events that are woven into the
performance experience, connecting audiences with leaders dedicated to transformative
justice, intersectional dialogue and the empowerment of disinvested communities.
Served as primary grant writer and fundraising coordinator.

Collectively fostered an actively anti-racist, culturally and gender inclusive work
environment through decolonized and horizontal leadership.

Identified and created opportunities for emerging Global Majority artists from academic
communities and non-academic circles, to professionally collaborate with the
Convergence Theatre collective, promoting race equity and cultural representation.

e Served as the organization’s primary representative for Theatre Washington leadership
meetings, events and professional development.

e Served as lead program expert and liaison with external stakeholders.

Synetic Theater, Arlington, VA

Summer Programs Director; Guest Director; Teaching Artist, June 2000 - July 2020;
(Classika Theatre, former name, from June 2000 - May 2005); Company Member June 2005 -

2023
°
)
°

Developed summer arts curriculum, program schedule, and performance materials.
Recruited, trained, and managed team of 15 teaching artists and counselor staff.
Served as the central point of communication for families, audiences, and community,
reaching over 500 individuals each summer.

Managed summer program budget exceeding $100K.
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e Served as commissioned playwright and lyricist for student productions.
e QGuest director for family theater and mainstage productions.

Young Playwrights’ Theater
Guest Director, April 2016 — 2018

e Staged plays written by middle and high school playwrights, using a cast of professional
actors to fulfill the youth’s creative vision. Events performed on professional theatre
stages, including Anacostia Playhouse, GALA Theater, and Theatre J. Performances have
included Silence is Violence, Crossing the Street: SW is...(A Poetic Docudrama on
Gentrification) and the annual YPT Playwriting Festival.

e Serve as guest respondent and reviewer of youth play submissions.

Catholic University of America, Washington, DC
Lecturer and Graduate Teaching Assistant
August 2012-May 2015 (DR 101, DR 205); Summer 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 (DR 99)

e C(reated and implemented the syllabus for Speech Communications (DR 205), a course
focused on the fundamentals of public speaking, development of presentations, dramatic
interpretation and non-verbal communication.

e Provided students with individual counseling, written and verbal progress reports, and
performance opportunities.

® As ateaching assistant for Drama 101 (DR 101), graded weekly student essays, manage
course blackboard, and conducted lectures and discussions on contemporary dramatic
works.

e Developed and implemented a week-long workshop on Movement for the Actor,
presented during the Summer Drama Institute (DR 99).

Imagination Stage & Imagination Quest, Bethesda, MD

Co-Creator, Affiliated artist of Oyeme — 2014 - 2020

Guest Director of Student Companies — 2002-2005; 2015

Teaching Artist and Theater Curriculum Specialist, Dec. 1999-June 2008; Fall 2014-2017
Outreach Coordinator, August 2001-July 2002

e Imagination Stage highlights include:

o Co-creator of and Director of Oyeme, a Spanish-based theater initiative
founded in 2014 for unaccompanied minors in Montgomery County. This
program provides an arts haven for teens that are seeking asylum in the
U.S. This program also includes a professional performance, featuring a
full-length play written by playwright Miriam Gonzales in collaboration
with Oyeme participants. This production shares the experiences and
challenges of refugee minors from Central America.

o Designed arts integration lesson plans for K-12 addressing language arts,
history, and science.

o Served as co-lecturer for professional development workshops for K-12
public and private school educators.
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o Directed and choreographed conservatory students on full-length
productions.

Educational Theatre Company, Arlington, VA
Director of Outreach and Shakespeare in the Schools; Teaching Artist; Director of Summer
Musical Revue — August 2003— 2015

Directed and managed Shakespeare in the Schools, a secondary program offering
repertory performances and Shakespeare workshops, reaching over 2000 students
annually through DC, MD, and VA. Condensed performances included Romeo and Juliet,
Midsummer Night's Dream, Macbeth, and As You Like It.

Curated and managed the annual Shakespeare festival in partnership with Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science & Technology through Fairfax County Public Schools.
Designed and led arts integration workshops for public school educators.

Developed new theater education programs, including Drama Days (daylong,
multidisciplinary arts classes); Creative Collaboration (Parent-child workshop), and
Musical Revue (Summer camp and cabaret for Grades 3-12).

Teaching Artist, — August 2001- 2003

Company member of Shakespeare in the Schools, performing in Romeo and Juliet,
Midsummer, and As You Like It.

Teaching artist for after-school programs and long-term residencies in Arlington
elementary and middle schools.

Five foot two productions
Co-founder/Performer/Playwright, 1999-2000

° Co-founded this female-led touring puppetry company with artist Johanna Smith,
creating performance material centered on multicultural folktales. Public
performances hosted by Discovery Theater, National Zoo, Dumbarton House, and

in DC public schools.
° Developed performance material and workshops for elementary-aged students.
° Coordinated performances with venues, including logistics for transportation,
load-in, collaborating with event technicians, and marketing for performances.
° Constructed puppets, props and set pieces.
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DIRECTING CREDITS

Ghost Limb +

Séneca, raton de biblioteca

Woman on Fire +*

Native Gardens *

Laughs in Spanish +*

Frida Libre +

Picasso +

Arco Iris +**

In the Heights **

Mojada +*

Alma

La Llamada de Sylvia Méndez (aerial version) +
The Amazing Adventures of Dr. Wonderful +*
La Llamada de Sylvia Méndez +

El Rostro de la Luna +

Guerrilla Theatre Works: Boiling Point
The Magical Pinata +*

Hands on a Hardbody +

Entre la Tierra y el Cielo +

Hansel and Gretel +*

Guerrilla Theatre Works: A New Nation +*
This Is All Just Temporary +

Witch +

Guerrilla Theatre Works +

Bhavi the Avenger +

Coriolanas +

Bid to Save the World +

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Rough Faced Girl +*

Magic Paintbrush +

Las Aventuras de Tio Conejo

The Armadillo’s Song

Joseph and the Amazing....Coat
Charlotte's Web +

A Midsummer Night's Musical +

Once on this Island +

Big the Musical +

Seussical +

Angel in the Battlefield

El Viagje

+ director and choreographer *Helen Hayes Recommended

**Helen Hayes Award Nomination

Avant Bard Theater, 2026
GALA Hispanic Theatre, 2026
Creative Cauldron, 2025
NextStop Theatre, 2025

Ist Stage, 2024-2025

GALA Hispanic Theatre, 2024
GALA Hispanic Theatre, 2023
Arts on the Horizon, 2023
NextStop Theatre, 2023

Ist Stage, 2023

Central Square Theater, 2023
GALA Hispanic Theatre 2022
Keegan Theatre, 2022

GALA Hispanic Theatre 2021
Adventure Theatre, 2021
Convergence Theatre, 2020 (virtual)
Keegan Theatre, 2019

Keegan Theatre, 2019

GALA Hispanic Theatre, 2018
Synetic Theater, 2017
Convergence Theatre, 2018 and 2019
Convergence Theatre, 2018
Convergence Theatre, 2016
Convergence Theatre, 2016
Convergence Theatre, 2015
Elysian Theatre/Capital Fringe, 2014
Source Theatre Festival, 2014
Synetic Theater, 2012

Synetic Theater, 2011

Synetic Theater, 2011

Synetic Theater, 2010

Synetic Theater, 2009

Chalice Theater, 2013

Chalice Theater, 2012

Chalice Theater, 2011

Chalice Theater, 2010

Chalice Theater, 2009

Chalice Theater, 2008
Discovery Theater, 2002
Discovery Theater, 2001
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR CREDITS

Generation (Wh)Y

Three Men in a Boat

The Hampton Years
Shakespeare in Hollywood

CHOREOGRAPHY CREDITS

The Agitators

A Midsummer Night's Dream
The Hampton Years
Shakespeare in Hollywood
1776

Anything Goes

Oliver

STAGED READINGS DIRECTING CREDITS

Policarpa
One Last Song For My Father

Walter Mercado presents: a queer Puerto Rican

(not so) Christmxs Carol

Kairos

Cebollas

Belonging without Strings

DMV QFest: Virtual 10 Minute Play Festival
by Black, Indigenous and Artists of Color
On the Wings of a Mariposa (virtual)
Snapshots

American Triage

The QoL Mandate

Entre el Cielo y la Tierra
Her, Across the River
Crossing the Street is.....
Silence is Violence
Miranda

Bhavi the Avenger

Georgetown University, 2015 (Dir: Rob Jansen)
Synetic Theater, 2014 (Dir: Derek Goldman)
Theater J, 2013 (Dir: Shirley Serotsky)
Catholic University, 2013 (Dir: Jay Brock)

Mosaic Theatre, 2018 (Dir:Kenyatta Rogers)
WSC Avant Bard, 2016 (Dir: Randy Baker)
Theater J, 2013 (Dir: Shirley Serotsky)
Catholic University, 2013 (Dir: Jay Brock)
Keegan Theater, 2007 (Dir: Mark Rhea)
Chalice Theater, 2007 (Dir: Mark Rhea)
Chalice Theater, 2006 (Dir: Mark Rhea)

Creative Cauldron, 2026
Kennedy Center, 2024
Avant Bard Theatre, 2024

Contemporary American Theatre Fest, 2023
Contemporary American Theatre Fest, 2022
Transformation Theatre, 2022

Convergence Theatre, 2020

Adventure Theatre MTC, 2020
Convergence Theatre, 2019

Georgetown University Borders and Their
Shadows International Festival, 2019
NextStop Theatre, 2019

Kennedy Center New Visions New Voices, 2018
Avant Bard Theater, 2018

Young Playwrights Theatre, 2017

Young Playwrights Theatre, 2017

Avant Bard Theater, 2017

Convergence Theatre, 2015

Velasco 6



PROFESSIONAL ACTING CREDITS

Productions and Tours

White Rabbit, Red Rabbit

The Decameron (Digital)

Now This! Musical Improv

Red Suspenders

Shakespeare in the Schools

The Escape

Perdida

The Pearl

Fiesta!

Theodora, She-Bitch of Byzantium
Carrier

Talking Eggs

Frog Prince

A Thousand Cranes

Halloween Dreams

Rapunzel and Other Tales

Tales from El Salvador

Measure for Measure
Comedysportz

Theodora, She-Bitch of Byzantium

Television, Commercial, and Film

The Myth of Control

VEEP

Stop N Shop — Stock Up Sale
Health Care Reform

Giant Food

People for American Way

Epix Internet

Wendy’s Restaurants

Penn National Bank

Nobel Prize/Smithsonian (V/O)
Better Living through Chemistry
Game Change

Head of State

Forces of Nature

Along Came a Spider

Absolute Power

Shadow Conspiracy

America’s Most Wanted: BTK
America’s Most Wanted: Top Cops

Performer
Deviser/Performer
Co. Member

Cleo

Helena/Lady Capulet
Melinda

Carlota

Juana

Storyteller
Justinian

Kim

Widow/Old Woman
Witch

Mother
Narrator/Puppeteer
Rapunzel/Puppeteer
Mama

Isabella

Company Member
Justinian

Maria’s mother
Nevada Constituent
Spokesperson
Mother
Spokesperson
Spokesperson
Spokesperson
Festival Participant
Bank Customer
Reporter

Jogger

Reporter
Interviewer

Nun

Tourist

Art Student

Gala Attendee
Josephine Otero
Sra. Diaz

NextStop Theatre, 2021
Synetic Theater, 2020
Washington, DC, 2003-2017
Theatre Alliance, 2011

Educational Theatre Co, 2001-2006

Georgetown Theater Co, 2003
Signature STAGES, 2002
Kennedy Center, 1995
Kennedy Center, 1995
Theatre Conspiracy, 1994

Theater of First Amendment, 1993

Imagination Stage, 1996
Imagination Stage, 1994
Imagination Stage, 1994
Discovery Theater, 2000
Discovery Theater, 1999
Discovery Theater, 1998
Mount Vernon Players, 1996
Washington, DC, 1994-1999
Theatre Conspiracy, 1993

Myth of Control LLC
HBO

Oil Factory Company
GMMB

Oil Factory Company
People for the American Way
JPL Productions
TEAMVU

Imageworks Film PA
Sounds of Science
Occupant Entertainment
HBO Films

DreamWorks
DreamWorks

Paramount

Castle Rock Entertainment
Cinergi Entertainment
AMW

AMW
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The Monroes: Pilot Constituent ABC Series

Industrials

NASA Internal Revenue Service
Department of Homeland Security Sodexho-Marriott
Zoning for Prince William County Census Bureau

Center for Workers’ Rights Red Cross
Transportation Security Administration Navy Federal Bank
National Institutes of Health Bell Atlantic

Immigration and Naturalization Service

Print work

Victims Justice Horizons Mercy HMO
Washington Gas John Hopkins School of Nursing
CitiFinancial

Staged Reading Acting Credits

Mother Mary by KJ Moran
Everyman Theatre, Baltimore, MD

(trans)formada by Lily Gonzales
Kennedy Center Playwrights’ Workshop

Perdida; book and lyrics by Kathleen Cahill, music by Deborah Wicks la Puma
Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage

The Sins of Sor Juana by Karen Zacarias
Horizons Theater, Washington, DC

Young Playwrights’ Theater Festival by YPT Young Artist Collective
Arena Stage, Washington, DC

Source Theater Festival 10 Minute Play by Greg DePaul
Source Theater, Washington, DC

Roping a Wild Horse by Dolores Redfearn
Catholic University of America, Washington, DC

UNIVERSITY DIRECTING and CHOREOGRAPHY CREDITS
+director-choreographer

Bob Marley's Three Little Birds Bowie State University, 2026
Ride the Cyclone Bowie State University, 2024
Men on Boats (co-director with KenYatta Rogers) University of Maryland, 2024
Medea (silk aerial choreographer) Bowie State University, 2023
Dreamgirls Bowie State University, 2022
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Pipeline (co-directed with student)

Little Shop of Horrors

#metoo

Godspell

Nurse Fawn

La Perdida, the Musical Mexican Winter s Tale +
Coriolanus +

So Snow +

UNIVERSITY PRODUCING CREDITS

Bob Marley's Three Little Birds

Everybody

Transformation

Fabulation, or the Re-Education of Undine
Ride the Cyclone

Buy Black

Medea

Flyin’ West

Dreamgirls

Pipeline

Spring Comedy Rep (virtual)

What To Send Up When It Goes Down (virtual)
Little Shop of Horrors

#metoo

PLAYWRITING AND ADAPTATIONS
* musical

Bowie State University, 2021
Bowie State University, 2019
Bowie State University, 2019
Bowie State University, 2018
Catholic University, 2015
Catholic University, 2014
Catholic University, 2014
Catholic University, 2013

Bowie State University, 2026
Bowie State University, 2025
Bowie State University, 2025
Bowie State University, 2024
Bowie State University, 2024
Bowie State University, 2023
Bowie State University. 2023
Bowie State University, 2022
Bowie State University, 2022
Bowie State University, 2021
Bowie State University, 2021
Bowie State University, 2020
Bowie State University, 2019

Bowie State University, 2018-19

Arco Iris (Helen Hayes Charles MacArthur New Play Award Nomination)
Commissioned and produced by Arts on the Horizon, 2022-2023

El Rostro de la Luna

Commissioned and produced by Adventure Theatre MTC, 2021-2022

La Vida es Suerio/Life is a Dream (in development)

Produced by Synetic Theater, 2020

The Bizarre But True Tales of the Humfrumble *

Commissioned and produced by Synetic Theater Summer Programs, 2019

Sha-Zam! *

Produced by Synetic Theater Summer Program, 2018

The Wild and Wacky Wizarding World of Wiley Skylar *
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Commissioned and produced by Synetic Theater Summer Program, 2017

Star Force *
Produced by Synetic Theater Summer Program, 2015

Rough Faced Girl
Produced by Synetic Theater, 2011

Magic Paintbrush
Produced by Synetic Theater, 2011

Las Aventuras de Tio Conejo
Produced by Synetic Theater, 2010

The Armadillo’s Song
Produced by Synetic Theater, 2009

A Midsummer Night's Musical (music by Barbara Schelstrate) *
Produced by Chalice Theater, 2011

Angel in the Battlefield
Produced by Discovery Theater, 2002

El Viagje
Produced by Discovery Theater, 2001

TEACHING: COURSES, RESIDENCIES AND WORKSHOPS

Bowie State University - 2017 - present
Acting for Non-Majors (THEA 100)
Introduction to Theatre, Culture and Society (THEA 105)
Beginning Acting (THEA 106)

Stage Movement II (THEA 108)

Scene Study (THEA 206)

History of Theatre I (THEA 231)
Children’s Theatre (THEA 304)
Advanced Acting (THEA 306)

Oral Training for the Actor (THEA 308)
Play Production (THEA 101, 401, 402)
Directing (THEA 407/408)

Senior Seminar (THEA 461/462)
Independent Study (THEA 499)

Rising Sol Yoga School - December 2024 - present
Vinyasa Flow
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Breathe, Body, Mind Studio - August 2024 - present
Vinyasa Flow and Power (Baptiste); Yoga Teacher Training Mentor

Yoga in Del Ray - August 2024 - present
Vinyasa Flow, Yin Yoga

Catholic University of America — Fall 2012-Summer 2015; Summer 2015-2019
Instructor, Introduction to Speech Communications (DR 205)
Teaching Assistant, Theater I (DR 101)
Instructor, Summer Drama Institute (DR 99)
Extracurricular Instructor, Physical Conditioning and Fitness

American University, Summer 2006
Guest Lecturer, Arts Integration Professional Development, (CPDE)

Synetic Theater, 2000-2019
Teen Acting 1: Process and Character
Street Theater
Musical Theater
Teaching Artist Professional Development
Summer Theatre Camp

Educational Theatre Company, 2000-2015
Improvisation
Creative Drama
Musical Theater
Shakespeare: Performance
Shakespeare: Text Analysis

Burgundy Farm School, 2010-2012; 2016-2017
Musical Theater Dance
Drama and Theatrical Design

Imagination Stage, 1999-2005
Improvisation
Creative Drama
Musical Theater
Mystery Theater

Classika Theater, 2000-2005
Improvisation
Creative Drama
Musical Theater

Mount Vernon Community Theater, 1996-2002
Improvisation
Creative Drama
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National Cathedral School/Saint Albans, Washington, DC — 2001-2002
Long-term Substitute Drama Teacher

Interact Story Theater, Silver Spring, MD — 2000-2002
Storybook Drama

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“Body & Breathe: A Yogic Awareness for Artistic Creation." Presenter, American
College Theatre Festival Region 2, Howard Community College, January 2026.

"Yoga and Mindful Movement: Sustainable Practices for the Performer."
Presenter/Instructor, Southeastern Theatre Conference, Baltimore Convention Center,
Baltimore, MD, March 2025.

"Resource Sharing in a Solidarity Economy: A Needs and Offers Exchange,"
Co-presenter with Kristen van Ginhoven and Gail Lopes; research by Seema Sueko,
Theatre Communications Group, Chicago, IL, June 2024.

"Yoga and Mindful Movement: Sustainable Practices for the Performer."
Presenter/Instructor, National Alliance of Acting Teachers, The Juilliard School, New
York, NY, June 2024.

"Creating Collaborative Criteria for Theatre Assessment," Presenter, American Alliance
for Theatre and Education National Conference, July 2023.

“Representar el cambio: Immersive Theatre for a New Age.” Presenter, American
Alliance for Theatre and Education National Conference, Providence, RI, July 2022.

"Don't Steal the Story: Creating Ethical Devised Theatre with Diverse Communities."
Presenter, Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival Region 2, Indiana
University of Pennsylvania (virtual), January 2022.

“Students and Faculty Sharing Space at the Table.” Co-presented with Kathryn Kawecki
at Faculty Showcase 2021 Silver Linings: Lessons Learned from Teaching in a Pandemic.
Center for Academic Innovation, USM, October 2021.

“Urban Improv.” Parent/Professional Advocacy League. Co-presented with Urban
Improv Ensemble, Boston, MA, March 2021. (virtual)

“Womzxn of Color in Non-Profits: Leading Change.” Southeastern Theatre Conference,
March 2021. (virtual)

“The Decolonized Canon.” THRIVE 2021, Maryland Theatre Educators Association.
February 2021. (virtual)
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“Youth Unscripted/Urban Improv.” Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival,
Region 4, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, January 2021. (virtual)

“Devising for Social Action.” The Actors’ Center, Washington, DC, September 2020.
(virtual)

“Physical Conditioning for the Kinesthetic Performer.” Women’s Theatre Festival of
North Carolina, July 2020. (virtual)

“Dual Language: Transforming Verbal Text into Physical Performance.” Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival, Region 4, University of South Carolina Upstate,
Spartanburg, SC, February 2020.

“Creating and Defining Performance and Production through Visual and Visceral
Language.” Co-Presented with Kathryn Kawecki at Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival, Region 2, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, January 2020

“Devised Theatre for Community Engagement.” Co-Presented with Asif Majid at
Build-Serve-Unite at Bowie State University: Symposium on Socially Engaged Art,
Bowie, MD, September 2019.

“The Voiceless Must Shout: Agitprop, Mask and Gesture.”
Co-Presented with Johanna Smith at the American Alliance for Theatre and Education
National Conference, New York, NY, August 2019.

“Telling Our Story: Claiming Space for Marginalized Populations.” Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival Region IV, Clemson University, South Carolina,
February 2019.

“Cultural Competency.” Board Retreat for Southeastern Theatre Conference, North
Carolina, August 2018.

“Telling Our Stories: Claiming Space for Marginalized Populations.” Co-Presented with
Jason Joel Rodriguez at the American Alliance for Theatre and Education National
Conference, Minneapolis, MN, August 2018.

“The Mask Movement: Heightening Social Action through Puppetry and Movement.”
Co-Presented with Johanna Smith at the American Alliance for Theatre and Education
National Conference, Minneapolis, MN, August 2018.
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“Define, Investigate, Generate and Engage: Diversity in Theatre.” Co-presented with
Shontelle Thrash at the Southeastern Theatre Conference National Convention, Mobile,
AL, March 2018.

“The Bilingual Classroom: Teaching through Verbal and Physical Language.” Presented
at the Arts Integration in Education Summit. Columbia, MO, November 2017

“Cultural Reboot: Descubre las Maravillas en Su Vida”. Co-presented with Johanna
Smith at the American Alliance for Theatre and Education National Conference. New
Orleans, LA, August 2017

“Devising through Puppetry: Tools for Kinetic Collaboration.” Co-Presented with
Johanna Smith at the American Alliance for Theatre and Education National Conference.
Boston, MA, July 2016

“Devising for Social Action.” Presented at the AATE Theater in Our Schools Conference,
April 2016

“Giving Voice to the Voiceless: The Oyeme Project.” Co-Presented at the Annual
Theatre Communications Group Conference. Washington, DC, June 25, 2016.

“Dual Language: Translating Verbal Text into Physical Performance.” Presented at
AATE Theater in our Schools Mini-Conference. Hosted by American Alliance for
Theatre and Education. Silver Spring, MD, March, 2015.

PRESENTATIONS FOR INDUSTRY AND ACADEMIC PANELS

“Community Engagement and Arts Education Panel,” University of Cincinnati, October

13, 2025.

“Community Engagement and Arts Education Panel,” University of Cincinnati, October
14, 2024.

“Just Like Us: Latinx-Hispanic Roles in Theater.” George Mason University, April 30,
2022.

“Facing the New: How COVID & DEI are changing our work & workplace.” Virtual
panel hosted by The Actors’ Center, Washington, DC, September 2021.

“Decolonizing the Syllabus.” Virtual panel hosted by Southeastern Theatre Conference,
July 2021.
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“Forum on Race and Representation in Theatre Casting.” Virtual panel hosted by
Southeastern Theatre Conference, March 2021.

“Power Plays”. Virtual panel hosted by KenYatta Rogers, Montgomery College, MD,
October 2020.

“Anti-Racist Theatre.” Virtual panel hosted by Michael J. Bobbitt, Boston Conservatory
at Berklee, October 2020.

“The Future of Theatre in the DMV.” Virtual panel hosted by Mosaic Theater Company,
August 2020.

“Directors and Playwrights on BIPOC Representation in Theatre.” Virtual panel hosted
by Transformation Theatre Company, August 2020.

“Authentic Stories: Representation without Appropriation.” Virtual panel featured in
Conversations on Applied Theatre Mini-Conference, Hollins University, July 2020.

“Is the Dance Community Silent?” Town Hall meeting, SOLE Defined Dance, June
2020.

“Innovation and Fusion.” Madloba Physical Theatre Conference, hosted by Synetic
Theater, May 2020.

“Taking the Patriarchy Out of Directing.” Panel hosted by Women’s Theatre Festival of
North Carolina, April 2020.

“Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Access.” Women’s Theatre Festival of North Carolina,
May 2020.

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS and INTERVIEWS

“"Staging of Ghost Limb at Avant Bard," Latina Excellence in the Arts Series, Embracing
Arlington Arts hosted by Carlos Velazquez, March
2026.https://www.embracing-arlington-arts.org/2026-podcasts

"BroadwayWorld Q&A: Elena Velasco on Native Gardens at NextStop Theatre," January
2025.
www.broadwayworld.com/washington-dc/article/BWW-QA-Elena-Velasco-on-Native-Ga
rdens-at-NextStop-Theatre-20250117

Keynote, Prince George's Artist-Teacher Institute, Prince George's County Schools, MD,
June 2024.
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Guest Artist and Featured Speaker, Hollins University Playwright's Lab, Roanoke, VA,
July 2023.

“Elena Velasco Talks About In the Heights, Embracing Arlington Arts Podcast, hosted by
Janet Kopenhaver, May 2023.
https://embracing-arlington-arts.libsyn.com/director-elena-velasco-talks-about-in-the-hei

ghts

Guest Artist and Respondent, Playwright’s Festival, Hollins University, Roanoke, VA,
July 2022.

KCACTF Guest Artist/Respondent for Once the Musical, James Madison University,
Harrisonburg, VA, March 2022.

Featured Speaker, Hollins University Playwright’s Lab, Roanoke, VA, July 2021.

Devised Theatre Guest Artist/Respondent, Kennedy Center American College Theatre
Festival, Indiana University of Pennsylvania, PA (virtual), January 2021.

Guest Artist and Respondent, Hollins University Virtual Playwright’s Festival, Roanoke,
VA, July 2020.

“Elena Velasco, Convergence Theatre, Talks Cultural Equity,” Embracing Arlington Arts
Podcast, hosted by Janet Kopenhaver, June 2020.

https://embracing-arlington-arts.org/elena-velasco-co-founder-convergence-theater/

“Elena Velasco,” American Artists Online Podcast, hosted by Stefan Sittig, May 2020.
https://americantheatreartistsonline.podbean.com/e/elena-velasco/

New Playwriting Program Guest Artist/Respondent, Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival, University of South Carolina Upstate, SC, February 2020.

New Playwriting Program Guest Artist/Respondent, Kennedy Center American College
Theatre Festival, University of South Carolina Upstate, SC, February 2019.

“Navigating Cultural Competency.” Professional Development, Southeastern Theatre
Conference Fall Convention and Board Retreat, Charlotte, NC, August 2018.

Guest Artist and Respondent, Hollins Playwright’s Festival, Hollins University, Roanoke,
VA, July 2017.
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“Unveiling the Witch: Defying Gender-Based Fate through Performance.” Presented at
the Smithsonian American Art Museum’s Luce Center, Washington, DC, October 2016.

Panel Speaker, Director’s Forum, Theater J, Washington, DC, 2013.

“Arts Education: Process versus Product.” Joint conference with Educational Theatre
Company and Russian State Academic Theatre. Hosted by Arlington Public Schools and
The Center for Global Connections, Arlington, VA, February 2011.

Featured Speaker, Martin Luther King Public Library. Hosted by District of Columbia
Public Libraries’ Summer Reading Program, Washington, DC, June 2008.

SOLO ARTIST and PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

“Company Creation: Solidarity Economy for the Arts and Mutual Aid,” Hollins
Playwright's Lab, Hollins University, Roanoke, VA, July 2023.

“Devising and Theatre of the Oppressed,” Montgomery College, October 2022.
“Performing Our Past, Creating Our Future: Verbatim Theatre,” Prince George's
Artist/Teacher Institute, Prince George’s County Public Schools, July 2022.
“Devising for Social Action,” Actors' Center of DC, September 2020.

“Devising for Social Action,” Virginia Theatre Association, July 2020

“Theater Activities for Community Building & Social Change,” Imagination Stage, 2016
“Day of the Dead Mask and Movement Workshop,” Catholic University, 2014
“Street Theater Intensive,” Co-taught with Brian Foley, Synetic Theater, 2013
“Physical Comedy,” Thomas Jefferson High School, Alexandria, VA 2004-2012
“Creative Classroom: K-1 Integration,” McKinley School, Arlington, VA. 2011-2014
“Creative Collaboration: Parent and Child Arts Workshop,” McKinley School, 2010
“The Arts and Core Curriculum,” McKinley School, 2007-2009

“Repurposed Puppets: Trash to Treasure,” Newseum (@ Sursum Library, 2005
“Hand-made Puppets,” Hirshhorn Museum, 2002

PUBLICATIONS

"Celebrating Black Femme Vision in Dreamgirls at Bowie State University." DC Theatre
Arts, April 2022.
https://dctheaterarts.ore/2022/04/18/celebrating-black-femme-vision-in-dreamgirls-at-bo

wie-state-university/

"Questioning Social Justice: A Dialogue on Performance, Activism, and Being
In-Between." Applied Theatre. Co-written with Dr. Asif Majid. Routledge Publications,
December 2020.
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"Representation and Advocacy through EDI (Equity, Diversity and Inclusion): Forward
Momentum," Incite-Insight AATE Online Magazine, Co-written with Jason Joel
Rodriguez. January 2018.

“The Bilingual Classroom: Teaching through Verbal and Physical Language.” Arts
Integration in Education: Teachers and Teaching Artists as Agents of Change; ed. Dr.
Gail Humphries Mardirosian and Yvonne Pelletier Lewis. Bristol: Intellect Publishing,
May 2016.

IMAGINATION QUEST - ARTS INTEGRATION RESIDENCIES, 2000-2009

Galway Elementary School, Silver Spring, MD
Jefferson-Houston School, Alexandria, VA
Kenmore Middle School, Alexandria, VA
Simon Elementary School, Washington, DC
Green Elementary School, Washington, DC
Nalle Elementary School, Washington, DC
Potomac Elementary School, Potomac, MD

IMAGINATION QUEST — ARTS INTEGRATION PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WORKSHOPS, 2003-2008

Baltimore City Public Schools, Baltimore, MD

DC Public Schools, Washington, DC

Kenmore Middle School, Alexandria, VA
Jefferson-Houston School, Alexandria, VA
Harmony Hills School, Silver Spring, MD
Montgomery County Public Schools, Bethesda, MD
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AWARDS/DISTINCTIONS

Orlin Corey Artistic Excellence Award, American Alliance for Theatre & Education, 2025
Native Gardens NextStop Theatre (Director), Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2025
Laughs in Spanish, 1st Stage (Director), Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2024
Board of Regents Creativity Award, University Systems of Maryland, 2024.
Acting Teacher of Excellence, National Alliance of Acting Teachers and Kennedy Center
American College Theatre Festival Region 2, 2024.
Arco Iris, Arts on the Horizon, Helen Hayes Award Nomination Charles MacArthur Best
New Play, 2023
In the Heights, NextStop Theatre, Helen Hayes Award Nomination for Best Direction of a
Musical and Best Production, 2023
SDCF Barbara Whitman Award, Stage Directors and Choreographers Foundation, 2023
The Amazing Adventures of Dr. Wonderful, Keegan Theater,
(Director/Choreographer), Broadway World DC Best Theatre For Young
Audiences Award, 2022
The Amazing Adventures of Dr. Wonderful, Keegan Theater,
(Director/Choreographer), Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2022
Special Achievement in Direction by a Faculty Artist,
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival, Pipeline, 2022
Outstanding Creative Works Award, College of Arts and Sciences,
Bowie State University, 2021
DCBX Veinte Latinx Community Award, Washington, DC, 2019
Outstanding Young Faculty Award, College of Arts and Sciences,
Bowie State University, 2019
Guerrilla Theatre Works: A New Nation, Convergence Theatre,
(Director/Choreographer), Best of Professional Theatre, 2018
Guerrilla Theatre Works: A New Nation, Convergence Theatre,
(Director/Choreographer), Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2018
Anacostia Arts Center and ARCH Development Grant, 2018
Hansel and Gretel, (Co-Director/Choreographer/Adapter), Synetic Theater
Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2017
CulturalDC Mead Theater Space Grant, 2015-2016 and 2016-2017
Bhavi the Avenger, Convergence Theatre, Best of Professional Theater Directors,
DC MetroTheaterArts, 2015
La Perdida (Director), Best of University Productions, DC MetroTheaterArts, 2014
Coriolanas (Director), Best of Capitol Fringe, DC MetroTheaterArts, 2014
Graduate Assistantship, Catholic University, 2012-2015
Rough Faced Girl (Director), Synetic Theater, Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2011
Magic Paintbrush (Director), Synetic Theater, Helen Hayes Recommendation, 2011
Teaching Artist of the Year, Imagination Quest, 2006
Actor’s Center Showcase Winner, Washington, DC, 2000-2004

Velasco 19



BOARD AND ADVISORY COUNCIL SERVICE

DC Theatre Arts, Board Member, January 2025 - present; Advisory Council January
2024 - December 2024.

American Alliance for Theatre and Education, Co-Director of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion
and Access, July 2018 - July 2022; Leaders of Color Institute, August 2020 - January
2024; Professional Theatre Network Co-Chair, July 2022-present.

Southeastern Theatre Conference, Global Majority and Cultural Diversity Committees,
November 2024 - present.

Carpe Diem Arts, Advisory Board, September 2021 - present.

Educational Theatre Company, Board Member, January 2022 - January 2025.
Contemporary American Theatre Festival, Artistic Director Advisory Team, June 2022 -
June 2024.

GRANT PANEL SERVICE

Cuyahoga Arts and Culture, Greater Cleveland, Ohio, 2023 and 2024
DC Commission on Arts and Humanities, Washington, DC, 2022, 2024, and 2025.

SELECT REFERENCES

Lee Mikeska Gardner

Artistic Director, Central Square Theater
Phone: 617-576-9278
Img@centralsquaretheater.org

Rebecca Medrano

Managing Director, GALA Hispanic Theatre
202-234-7174

rebecca@galatheatre.org

Bob Bartlett

Professor of Theatre, Bowie State University

Cell: 301-643-4099

Email: bobbartlettjr@gmail.com https://www.bob-bartlett.com/
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